Trip Report Peninsular Malaysia and Sabah Nov/Dec 2011
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1. Introduction
This report is written by Rosemary Royle, from Pembrokeshire and the trip was undertaken by
th
th
myself and my husband Peter between 5 November and 7 December 2011.
th

th

We had booked a birding trip with Birdtour Asia in Sabah from 20 Nov to 4 Dec and
decided that, while we were in that part of the world, we could do some birding in Peninsular
Malaysia (PM). We therefore planned a circuit of the most popular birding sites in PM Fraser’s Hill, Taman Negara and Kuala Selangor – travelling by means of a hire car. We
realised that it was the start of the rainy season in PM but decided to take the risk – in the
event, the time of the year was not a problem because of the rain but because it was
completely out of the breeding season. The birds were hard to find as they were not calling or
singing – often the forest was eerily quiet.
Despite the fact that it was hard work finding the birds, the trip was a great success. In the PM
part of the trip we recorded 173 species of which 98 were lifers. We saw 336 species in total
over the two parts of the trip of which 237 were lifers – a high total as we have not birded in
this part of the world before. Our life list is now getting really close to 4000!
The complete trip (including absolutely everything) cost us £8,300 for the two of us, of which
£5,300 was for the Birdtour Asia tour. The Peninsular Malaysia part of the trip cost very little,
despite the fact that we stayed in good accommodation and ate well. Everything was booked
in advance on the Web, directly where possible or, if not, through Expedia, and all these
bookings worked just fine.

2. Itinerary
5th Nov - To Malaysia: Train from Milford Haven to Heathrow for the Emirates flight via
Dubai to Kuala Lumpur. The first leg was on an Airbus 380 which was extremely spacious
and comfortable. Overnight at the Concorde Inn near the KL airport.
th
7 Nov - To Fraser’s Hill: Took the shuttle bus back to the airport to pick up the hire car the office was very close to the shuttle bus drop off point. Then drove to Fraser’s Hill only
getting a bit lost once in Rawang. (We followed signposts to Ipoh on the motorways around
KL until we picked up signs to Rawang. In Rawang we picked ked in for 5 nights.
th
th
13 – 16 Nov - At Taman Negara: At the Mutiara Resort at Taman Negara
th
17 Nov - To Kuala Selangor: Drove to Kuala Selangor retracing our steps all the way until
we picked up signs near Rawang for Kuala Selangor – there is a new motorway which took us
most of the way there. Checked into our cabin for 2 nights.
th
18 Nov - At Kuala Selangor
th
19 Nov - To Kota Kinabalu: Drove to KL airport to drop off the hire car, then took the
shuttle bus to the Low Cost Terminal for our Air Asia flight to Kota Kinabalu. Check in to the
downtown Shangri La
th
20 Nov - At Kota Kinabalu: Took a boat to Pulau Manakan and explored KK. Met up with
the Birdtour Asia group.
st
21 Nov - 3rd Dec Sabah Tour: With the Birdtour Asia group trip. (Kinabalu, Sepilok,
Kinabatangan River, Danum)
th
4 Dec – To Rasa Ria: Taxi from KK to the Rasa Ria resort for some R&R and two more
lifers!
th
5 Dec – At the Rasa Ria

th

6 Dec – To Pembrokeshire: Fly from KK to KL then onwards to the UK and train back to
Milford Haven

3. General notes
We found Peninsular Malaysia to be a well organised, quiet, tidy country. It was pleasantly
lacking in noise and garish advertising hoardings and the people were gentle and reserved.
We were not prepared for how English everything seemed – driving on the left, motorway
signage just like ours, semi-detached houses, electric plugs just like ours, toast at breakfast,
fish & chips and bread & butter pudding on menus. They even had motorway service stations
– though the food court was much more interesting than ours. The language script is Roman
so everything is quite approachable, readable and even pronounceable but many
advertisements, company names and signs were actually in English. Food packaging was
almost always in English as it is the common language of the Malays, Tamils and Chinese.
However, dried sea cucumbers and sea horses, durians, the mosques and the call to prayer,
the heat and the thunderstorms were all reminders that we were in a tropical Muslim country.
Here a few more general notes:
Birding was quite hard without a guide. This is they way we prefer to do it, but really you do
need someone with good knowledge and experience to know where to find all the difficult and
secretive birds and how to call them out. If you just rely on running across the birds as you
walk the trails there are a whole lot of birds you will probably never see. For example, you will
probably find most of the bulbuls, but hardly any of the babblers. (However I am sure that
when the birds are calling things would be somewhat easier) Doing both types of birding in
the same trip was a good compromise.
Weather The rainy season did in fact start early in Peninsular Malaysia – it rained heavily
throughout October, which was supported by what we saw on the weather forecasts before
we went. Miraculously it all changed when we arrived and after a big thunderstorm on the
th
night of the 6 Nov it was much drier for the next two weeks. We had some days with no rain
at all and some with only a few drops. At Taman Negara, where it should really have been
wet, we only had two days with any real rain. However, when we flew to Kota Kinabalu, we
were unable to land because of a gigantic thunderstorm – we had to circle around for an hour
and a half before we could land, with lightning flashing along the wings all the time. Even
when we did land it was still raining torrentially – we got very wet walking across the tarmac
despite Air Asia’s umbrellas! But after that, the rain on Sabah was quite restrained – on
Kinabulu we had rain for an hour or so most afternoons, and at Kinabatangan we had little
rain though there were huge thunderstorms all around us when we were out on our night boat
ride. At Danum we had a few lunchtime torrential showers, and one wet afternoon, but the
most inconvenient rain was on the last morning. Because we had been focussing on finding
Bristleheads and had found them late the previous day, we now had to catch up on a couple
of trogons and a whole sheaf of babblers, flycatchers etc. – and it was raining! Birding is
really no good in the rain, but we sent off anyway hoping it would stop – which it did, and we
then had probably the best few hours of birding in the whole trip as well as decent views of
Bornean Gibbons. So the motto was, at this time of the year at any rate, “No two days are the
same”.
The temperatures were much as we had expected - about 30º - 32º during the day and 24º at
night, The night-time temperatures were cool enough not to need air con. – we usually had
the ceiling fan on. When we used air con. we set it to 24º and even that seemed quite cool
when you came into the room! It could feel very hot when the sun came out – often the sunny
mornings could be baking, even at Fraser’s Hill. However it usually clouded over. The high
humidity was a bit debilitating – you just had to get used to being soaked with sweat all the
time when you were out on the trails.
Clothing Because of the humidity and rain the most important thing about clothes were that
they were light, cool and dried quickly. (Much of the so-called technical clothing on sale these
days seems unnecessarily heavyweight.) Everywhere you will read that you should wear long

sleeves in the rainforest – why?? I never did – I cannot bear my wrists being covered, they
are an important cooling location. Our guide in Sabah, James Eaton, who spends half his life
in tropical rainforest never wears a long sleeved shirt. If insects are a problem (and they rarely
were) then 50% DEET roll-on was easy to apply and did the trick. Some sources will tell you
that you do not need waterproof boots – well we found that ours were more or less essential.
Leeches These were present at Fraser’s Hill, quite bad at Danum and Poring Hot Springs,
and very bad at Taman Negara. But I think they were never quite as bad as the leeches in Sri
Lanka or Madagascar! Leech socks were essential – they can be bought on the web or
homemade. If you buy them, get them well in advance as you may to need to alter them to
make them comfortable especially if you have small feet or short legs. DEET repels leeches
so should be liberally used on the arms, hands, neck etc as these are the most vulnerable
areas if you are well leech-socked at the bottom end.
Insects Large insects – birdwing butterflies, rhinoceros beetles, huge cicadas, praying
mantises – were an unexpected highlight of this trip. Cockroaches were hardly ever seen,
except in the bat caves. Mosquitoes were very few and far between. Other small biting insects
were, however, quite common so an application of 50% DEET was more-or-less essential.
Driving was easy, signposting was good and if you got lost you could usually find someone in
a petrol station who spoke English. Many of the motorways are toll roads – not expensive or
complicated but there were several different ways of charging – we came some where you
paid for each section of road, and others where you took a token on entry to the road and
paid when you left. New roads are being built all the time.
Maps We had a map recommended by Stamfords – “Reise Know-how 1:800,000”. The
scale was just about OK but it was not very accurate – new bypasses, motorways and
changes to road numbering were just not represented. However this was less of a problem
than it might have been because the signposting was very good. When in doubt follow the
signs! No map was supplied with the hire car.
Car Hire We hired our car from Sime-Derby (Hertz) and got a really good deal on the web for
99 MR (about £18) per day for a medium sized car. We were limited in our choice of rental
companies as most of the local firms had an age limit of 60. Returning the hire car was simple
– it was well signposted.
Airport terminals at KL Kuala Lumpur International Airport or KLIA is the name of the main
terminal where the big international carriers arrive and depart. Air Asia has a separate
terminal called the Low Cost Carrier Terminal or LCCT. If you need to get from one to the
other as we did, you can probably get a taxi but there is an efficient half-hourly shuttle bus
called the Airport Liner which does the trip for a few MR. It leaves KLIA on the hour and half
hour and takes about 20 minutes for the journey.
Air Asia We flew Air Asia from Kuala Lumpur to Kota Kinabulu – about £40 per person each
way for a 2½ hour flight including payments for extra baggage. The seats were a little
cramped but otherwise everything was fine. The planes were all modern Airbuses.
Concorde Inn This hotel near the airport at Kuala Lumpur had everything we needed for an
overnight stop. It has a shuttle bus service and was reasonably priced – even quite a few
birds in the grounds in the morning. We booked through Expedia.
Laundry All the hotels and lodges did laundry, often very quickly and it was very cheap.
However disgusting the objects you handed in they came back looking fresh and clean!
Food We found it hard to eat enough at first – Malaysians seem to eat about 5 snack meals
per day and don’t seem to eat more than one course. A plate of Nasi Goreng or Fried
Noodles was appetizing but not really a full meal. The same was true of the wet noodle dishes
– i.e soup. We found that you could sometimes pad it out by adding “side dishes” which could
be Stir Fried Veg or a Curry (Beef Rendang was always good) or even Wedgie Potatoes (it
was not just us – we saw the locals eating wedgies too!)
Rice and noodle dishes featured on every menu. I ate a lot of Nasi Goreng as I’m not very
keen on noodles – it was very variable ranging from almost plain rice to a very tasty dish with

lots of bits of onion, chilli, chicken and prawns served with sambal (hot relish) and a fried egg
on top. Also on most menus were Chicken Rice (plain rice with a piece of chicken and some
broth, Nasi Lembak (plain rice with several garnishes and relishes) and Chicken Chop – a
chicken escalope (maybe boned, maybe not!) with rice and chips. The latter dish was nice
and filling with the addition of some “Sos Chili” to make it more interesting. There was a whole
range of wet noodle dishes, many of which can be had with either mee (yellow noodles),
meehoon (very thin silky noodles) or kway teow (flat ribbon-like noodles).
The best way of eating was at hotel buffets – and if there were no other western guests you
could guarantee it was pretty authentic. We tried oxtail, lamb and rabbit at buffets in addition
to the more usual chicken, beef, fish and prawn dishes.
The spiciness (or hotness) of dishes was generally very variable – some dishes such as Nasi
Goreng were usually quite bland (but not always) and some of the soups were always very
fiery. At a buffet there would always be a range of fieryness in the dishes so you could just
leave the ones which were too hot.
Desserts were generally very odd – there was often a selection of very pretty little green and
pink shapes, or moulds, or green jelly, all of which were completely tasteless. Coconut milk
jelly was nice, as was banana cake. The fruit was disappointing – often not very ripe. And
although very tasty bananas appeared at breakfast they were never there for other meals and
pineapple, whilst used for juice and in cooking, rarely appeared. Instead there was always
papaya and water melon, rarely mango, sometimes guava, dragon fruit, snake fruit – all pretty
tasteless. Rambutans were sometimes offered and were good. The best sweetmeats we had
were doughnuts bought from a little lady on the quay at Kuala Tahan and at the buffet at the
Shangri La hotel in KK. Incidentally it you want to try Durian in a painless kind of way try
Durian ice cream – it is very interesting.
We did try Fish & Chips (OK - the fish was nice) and several Bread & Butter Puddings - these
were very variable.
We did miss bacon and pork – the local beef bacon is strange, more like Biltong and the
frankfurters which always appear at breakfast are presumably chicken based.
Interesting that menu items were often in English – e,g Fried Noodles.
Drinks Peninsular Malaysia is basically a dry country unless you are in a Chinese area. We
did not drink any alcohol at all – when it did appear in hotels it was pretty expensive and we
were not that bothered. Beer was more apparent in Sabah – often on menus – and we did
have a couple of Tigers though at nearly £4 they were certainly pricey!
Various coffees and teas were always available, both hot and iced, and quite cheap. I really
liked “Kopi” – local ground coffee which is quite sweet and not at all bitter. It was often served
with condensed milk and sugar – good for a bit of a sugar boost! The only other coffee option
was Nescafe or packeted “3 in 1” coffee concoctions. Lemon tea, sometimes with honey, was
very good. “Hot lime” was most interesting – it contained a couple of strange wrinkled fruits
like sour plums – anyway it was very good. Fresh fruit juice was very expensive. The “Red
Apple” juice we had at one place was actually the most awful thing I have ever tasted – noone could drink more than a small sip!
Mammals One of the unexpected highlights of this trip was the variety of mammals seen. The
many varieties of squirrel (including Giant) were a constant delight and we had excellent
views of Siamangs, White Thighed Langurs and Dusky Langurs at Fraser’s Hill and Silver
Leaf Monkeys at Kuala Selangor. On Sabah the we had a number of truly excellent views of
Orang Utans – also Proboscis Monkeys, Slow Loris, civets, flying squirrels (3 species),
Mountain Tree Shrew and Gibbons and there were always pigs of some description around
the lodges. We also had excellent views of Otters at Kuala Selangor.
Research and materials We used the following reference materials:
Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei
Borneo
The Birds of South East Asia

Lonely Planet
Bradt Guides
Craig Robson

The Birds of Borneo
Birds of Taman Negara
Birds of Fraser’s Hill
Mammals of South East Asia

Susan Myers
Strange and Yong
Strange
Francis

Robson was OK but some of the illustrations are poor – we were unable to identify a
Chestnut-Breasted Malkoha from his picture (compare Myers). We had the first edition of
Myers which had several incorrect illustrations – this has been fixed in later editions.
Note that the order of the birds in Robson and Myers is quite different, and different again
from our Birdtour Asia list – not helpful. The list below is in Robson order.
We also bought A Birdwatcher’s Guide to Malaysia by Bransbury but found it very out of date.
We read many trip reports on www.birdtours.co.uk and www.travellingbirder.com.
I constructed a spreadsheet showing which birds I expected to see in each location,
highlighting the important birds for each location. This was useful in telling us what we were
missing, and helped to target our activities, though in retrospect it meant that we spent too
long around the Tahan river searching for Straw-headed Bulbuls which have possibly become
quite rare there.
I downloaded many calls from Xeno-Canto to my Olympus DS40 which were useful for
helping confirm ID (for example for barbets, owls and cuckoos). We did not use it much for
calling birds out because we did not know what was likely to be there! We did try it for several
Wren Babblers but got no response whatsoever.

4. Locations
Fraser’s Hill
We stayed 5 nights at Fraser’s Hill and could easily have stayed longer. It was a very
pleasant place in which to birdwatch, though the birds were very quiet and quite hard to find.
Very few birds were breeding and on territory so essentially you were dependant on “bird
waves” – these are mixed species flocks which can contain up to 15 species, but often much
less. They pass by every so often – perhaps once an hour or less.
We birded along the Hemmant and Bishop Trails (twice each) and along the Old Road and
New Road. Also around the “Telekom Loop” and Jalan Magar, and down at The Gap. We
also went down to the Jelau waterfalls in the late afternoon and saw almost nothing at all
though we probably heard forktails calling. As we were staying at the Shahzan Inn which is
right in the centre of the village, the car was extremely useful in enabling us to get to more
distant places such as the New Road and the Telekom loop. On the last morning we went to
the Jelai Highland Resort car park for the early morning birdfest – it is not a large car park so
must get quite crowded when there are lot of birders about – as it was, it was just us and a
manic photographer who was trying to take pictures in little more than pitch darkness! This is
a really good way to get good close views of stunning birds like the Silver-eared Leiothrix and
even Sultan Tit, which you otherwise only see flashing by in a bird wave – but it did seem a bit
like cheating!
We also drove along the High Pines road with the intention of birding at High Pines itself – but
this is now a private property and is not open for birdwatchers to wander around – a shame
as it obviously has a stunning view. .
The trails seemed to be well signposted and in reasonable condition – with ropes to help on
the really slippery bits.
It was notable that, both from a climate and bird-watching point of view, no two days were the
same – the second time we walked the Hemmant Trail we saw hardly a bird compared with
two good bird waves the first time. The only consistent thing was that we never saw or heard
any birds on the Bishop Trail! Not quite true – I did manage to tempt out a calling Streaked

Wren-babbler using record and playback (he was only there the first time) and we saw Black
Laughing-Thrushes the second time. We persevered with this trail as that is where people see
(yes, we met a non-birding pair who had a photo of it!) the Red-headed Trogon, but
regrettably not us. In retrospect we may have been looking too high – in Sabah we found that
the trogons actually perch quite low.
Apart from the trogon, other birds which we missed at Fraser’s Hill were Large Niltava
(supposedly common) and Mountain Scops Owl (not even calling). Also Silver-breasted
Broadbill – a bird I really wanted to see and apparently not difficult in the breeding season.
We did not see any hornbills, only two woodpeckers and no Siberian Thrush. However, we
did see Sultan Tit, Long-tailed Broadbill, Slaty-backed Forktails, Rufous-browed Flycatcher,
Tiger Shrike, Blue Nuthatch, Streaked Wren-babbler, Red-bearded Bee-eater and Malaysian
Whistling Thrush – the latter back at its old site right by the gate to the Old Road. (This was
after a tip-off from a Dutch birder, the only other visiting birder in FH, as we had been
previously been looking along Jalan Magar as recommended in recent trip reports.)
Although we did actually see 72 species here, we felt a bit depressed as we had not seen
many of the birds marked as Fairly Common in “Birds of Fraser’s Hill”.
Incidentally we did bump in to Mr Desai the local bird guide, but he was bit tied up managing
a visit from the Minister for Tourism (who we were introduced to as we ate our Nasing Goreng
in the Puncak Inn café) and did not offer us any guiding. This was OK with us as we are
happier on our own.
We were lucky with the weather at Fraser’s Hill – although it was often spotting with rain or
thundering all around us we only had one long spell of rain during the day from 1:00pm to
5:00 pm. It was often very hot and sunny in the mornings.
A footnote about The Gap – we intended to stop here on the way to Fraser’s Hill but found
ourselves going up the Old Road before we realised what had happened! (Note that the New
Road is now in use for descending traffic) There is not much infrastructure at The Gap – the
Rest House is still firmly closed (though hosting nesting red bellied Striated Swallows) and the
little café further down seems only to be open at weekends. We found a good layby to
birdwatch from with an excellent view over the forest – we spent about 2 hours there – and
did manage to find incredibly distant Falconets but otherwise it was quite quiet.
And another footnote, this time about Siamangs – we heard these calling all the time and then
had terrific close views from the Old Road – one of the highlights of the holiday.
Some domestic notes regarding Fraser’s Hill: Our room at the Shahzan Inn was
absolutely fine – spacious with a good view and it was pretty cheap. We had booked in
advance but they do not have a web site so it was quite tricky and involved a series of emails.
It was virtually empty midweek but quite busy at the weekends. The restaurant was very
unpredictable – probably OK at weekends when they have some decent staff and a buffet, but
could be pretty dire otherwise. (Baked beans at breakfast were always cold and I won’t bore
you my attempt to have a dessert….) There were no other westerners there so it was nice to
eat true Malaysian fare.
We ate most of our meals at the café at the front of the recently renovated Puncak Inn. The
food here was very good – some of the best we had on the whole trip, and, like most food in
Malaysia, very cheap. We drank a lot of iced “kopi” (the local coffee) and iced lemon tea and
the Nasi Goreng here was definitely the best anywhere (even if I did have to pick out a lot of
the chillies). The bread and butter pudding was truly excellent. And you can watch the world
go by as you eat and there are some birds too – the town square is quite a good spot for
Green Magpies.
The much-recommended Hillview Chinese Restaurant is now in the small complex of eateries
further up the village. We ate here once and it was fine. There was also a Malaysian place in
the same complex which looked good for lunch – very busy.
There is no petrol at Fraser’s Hill – fill up before getting here as the tank may not be as full as
you thought, and they are quite small tanks! We were sweating a bit by the time we got to
Ruab and the nearest petrol.

We were puzzled by the opening, and more importantly, closing strategy of shops and
restaurants at Fraser’s Hill – we never got to the bottom of this and it must have something to
do with being out of season. The moral was – don’t assume anywhere will be open when you
need it!
Taman Negara
We expected the birding to be hard here and it was. The trails were muddy and often steep,
slippery and full of tree roots. When it rained the trails turned into puddles and waterfalls. The
leeches were quite bad – we used leech socks and insect repellent on arms and neck but
they still found a way into shirts via ventilation holes and other such useful facilities. The
weather was hot and extremely humid. The trails were very quiet birdwise – there was often
no bird sound at all – a bit like a British woodland in August. Despite all this we did manage to
find 63 birds – but many of these were in the grounds of the resort or in the more open areas
such as the campsite. We thought that 63 was absolutely pathetic until we were told that
Dennis Yong had brought two clients there the week before and he only managed 64 –
usually the expected count is over 100. This was all due to the time of year. Actually it could
have been worse as we could have had a lot of rain – in fact we were lucky with the weather
and only had a couple of afternoons washed out by rain.
We had great expectations of the boat trip up the Tahan river to the Lata Berkoh waterfalls –
we had heard about a gentle drift downstream, rare kingfishers and almost guaranteed Lesser
Fish Eagle and Straw-headed Bulbul. Sadly none of this materialised – there was not much
chance to drift when there are rapids to be negotiated! We did see a few birds on the walk
from the landing spot to the waterfall (a very brief view of Black & Red Broadbill being the
best) and there were Black-capped and Stork-billed Kingfishers on the river but no sign of the
Eagle or Bulbuls. The next day we took a boat up to the landing point for the Tabing Hide
hoping for another chance at these species but again, no sign. And in fact we sat in the
Tabing Hide for 2 hours and only saw two species – one Banded Broadbill and one small
flock of something small, fast and unidentified (and two wild boars).
On the first day we walked to Lubuk Simpon (described as a gentle stroll – through thick mud,
over a stream crossing with steep and slippery approaches, then down broken stairs to the
beach - we saw several people start this walk in flipflops and turn round very quickly!) then
up the Jenut Muda track, down to the canopy walkway (this was actually the worst bit of trail
we came across as apart from the usual things it was also very heavily eroded) then down to
the river and back along the trail by the river to the camp. This took us all morning – from 7:30
to 2:00 - much longer than you might expect from looking at the map and at the distances. It
was however quite good birdwise – the campsite area, the area around the canopy walkway
(even though it was getting late in the morning) and the trail along the Tembeling river were
better for birds then any other trails we went along. We saw a group of Crested Partridges,
had excellent views of Orange-backed, Maroon, Banded and Crimson-winged Woodpeckers
and managed to identify some babblers and bulbuls. Jenut Muda on the other hand was
extremely quiet apart from the ever present Argus calling – quite close but invisible.
We felt the trail distances were under-estimated – it was easily taking us an hour to do a
quoted kilometre which just couldn’t be right even despite the difficult conditions underfoot.
The boardwalk behind the resort and the Swamp Loop were pretty birdless whenever we tried
them – one day we explored this area just after dawn and saw nothing at all. There was
actually no dawn chorus apart from the Magpie Robin – the birds seemed much more active
once the sun had come up and indeed what activity there was kept going until about 2:00 pm
in the afternoon. There was no real perceptible evening activity apart from semi-crepuscular
birds such as the Crested Firebacks. These would regularly appear in the evening and gave
great views, though the females were much more wary.
The resort had a number of fruiting trees which did attract a handful of species. One big tree
was always full of Thick-billed Green Pigeons in the late afternoon but nothing else seemed
interested in it whereas the two trees near the restaurant, although they had nearly finished
fruiting, supplied us with good views of several species of bulbul and Red-thoated Barbet.
There were a few flowering trees and plants which attracted sunbirds, flowerpeckers and
spiderhunters but we rarely saw any of these birds more than once.

One lunchtime there was suddenly a big commotion in the trees and a big flock of mixed
bulbuls and Asian Fairy Bluebirds appeared – they stayed around for some time, and even
seemed to be mobbing something. This flock gave us several new species which we only saw
once, and was one of only a very few examples of a bird wave which we experienced at
Taman Negara.
Despite all the above, we enjoyed our time here and could happily have stayed for longer –
we would like to have had time to stay overnight at the Kumbang hide, and to investigate the
area around the Telinga Cave. Our enjoyment was partly due to the very comfortable
accommodation, which is right on the edge of the forest – our verandah looked right into the
forest and gave us good views of little piglets furrowing up the ground one evening. However
disgusting you might be on return from a long hot leechy muddy walk you could always
spruce up in the air-conditioned cabin and have a nice meal under the ceiling fans in the
restaurant!
Some domestic notes regarding Taman Negara and Kuala Tahan: As we had a hire car, it
spent our time at Taman Negara simply parked in a car park – but as the car hire rates were
pretty reasonable this was still worth it for the extra flexibility it gave us. The apparently fairly
secure car park (it has gates but we never found out if they were ever locked) does not have
anywhere you can pay – however, this did not turn out to be a problem. We drove down the
rather bumpy and steep road to the waterside where we parked temporarily while we
unloaded our bags. We were immediately approached by a man in white overalls and a crash
helmet who said we should not park there long term (we had no intention of doing so) but in
the car park up the top, that he would show Peter where it was and give him a lift back down
on his motorbike. This indeed all took place and we paid the man 35MR. And the car was still
there when we came back so all was well.
There is a perfectly good road all the way to Kuala Tahan, but it was not where it was shown
on our map. The map showed the road going through Kuala Tembeling which it appears not
to do (checking on Google Earth reveals no bridge crossing there – maybe there is a ferry?).
At Jerantut we followed signs for “Taman Negara by car” rather than “Taman Negara by boat”
and went along the new bypass towards Maran until we picked up the road to Kuala Tahan
which turns left after the river crossing over the S. Pahang – this is about 10 km beyond
Jerantut. We found the best form of navigation was to follow the pretty good signage – and
ignore what the map said!
Kuala Tahan itself seems to be having a bit of a makeover – the direct road down to the area
above the waterside was being resurfaced and other works were taking place. It was not as
scruffy as the guide books had led me to believe. There are a string of restaurants along the
pebbly beach accessed by wooden planks – these also act as ferry points for the crossing to
the Park. We ate once at the Family Restaurant – it was extremely cheap (4.5MR – about a
£1) and the food was very plain and basic.
The restaurant at the Mutiara resort was very good. We have heard reports that it is
expensive – well, it was 40MR for a buffet containing everything you would ever want to eat –
this is only about £9 which does not sound expensive to me! The drinks actually were
expensive – so we just drank water which was free. Breakfast was excellent – how
disappointing to watch fellow westerners filling up on cereal and toast when so much more
was on offer! (Congee (rice porridge), noodles, pancakes, freshly cooked eggs etc)
Our cabin was very well appointed but a long walk from the restaurant/reception. We reckon it
was about 300 metres – it took 5 minutes to walk it. However, the Taban hide which was well
beyond our cabin was shown as being 200 metres from reception so it didn’t all add up. Some
cabins were much further away than ours. Large umbrellas were supplied for when it rained,
and, as in most places in Malaysia you were expected to take your boots/shoes off when
indoors – this included the restaurant.
The Mutiara resort was surprisingly busy when we were there, with foreign tourists during the
week and locals at the weekend, this despite it being the off season. Some nights, we
watched about 5 night walks each with about 20 people depart – I cannot believe they saw
much that was interesting! Still, if you have never done it before, even a few spiders and frogs

can be fun. We did not investigate the night drives which are run from Kuala Tahan – we were
always too shattered and just wanted to go to bed!
We made our arrangements for boat trips through Mutiara reception which all worked well but
was not cheap. (It is actually quite confusing - the resort had a desk where you could book
tours and boat trips (and guides?) and there is also a Parks office where you need to get a
permit if you want to take photos and where you book a stay in a hide and where you can
book guides. And you can get boats to anywhere from over the river as well – too much
choice!)
There was no easily available map of the trails and jetties so it was well worth while having
done some homework and having read the “Birds of Taman Negara” and various trip reports.
The best map was on a big notice board outside the Parks office – not very portable. I think
this lack of maps is because most guests come on a package, with guided walks and boat
rides included, so maps are not required. And even independent travellers tended to go
around in small guided groups. Only birdwatchers come intent on setting out unguided and
armed with detailed trail maps with “Here be Great Argus” marked on them!
The canopy walkway opens mid-morning and gets very busy – all the tours and groups go
there. It is quite long, takes about 40 minutes to walk, is made mostly of rope so is very
wobbly and swaying and is really only worth it to say you have done it (I didn’t!). There is quite
a good path with steps down to the river from the walkway which leads to a jetty – I think the
tour groups arrive here by boat. This path meets up with the path along the S. Tembeling and
thence back to the resort but the signposts gave you no indication of this only signposting
Kuala Trenggan. We went up and down along this section in an indecisive fashion and
managed to get our best bird wave here!
The path up the hill to Bukit Teresek was in appalling condition – large broken steps and very
steep. Peter tried a few hundred yards and gave up.
Kuala Selangor
We very much enjoyed our 2 days here despite it being extremely hot and the cabin being a
little basic. It made a nice change to bird in a non-forest environment and to see a few easily
visible large birds – though of course most of them were widespread birds of prey and water
birds so the lifer count was bit low! The Grey and Purple Herons were noisily nesting. In total
we managed 53 species here
We found the Mangrove Blue Flycatcher, Yellow Bellied Gerygone and Laced Woodpecker
fairly easily. Despite looking hard we had no glimpse of Mangrove Pitta or Mangrove Robin –
and we did hear that these are getting increasingly difficult to see here. We spent all our time
on the bund trail around the lake, on the mangrove boardwalk and in the various towers.
Unfortunately, the boardwalk to the tower at the seaward edge of the mangrove was closed (it
was falling apart) and the trail through the scrub which meets up with the trail around the lake
was grown over as the bridge was broken and the trail had obviously not been used for some
time.
One hot afternoon we drove up to Bukit Malawati – not so much for birds but for the view and
to watch the very polite Silver Leaf Monkeys being fed green beans. There were also a few
not-so-polite Long Tailed Macaques, one of which snaffled Peter’s cornetto!
We would like to have had time to visit the Fireflies which are accessed from a village nearby,
and maybe to visit some rice paddies and mud flats - in retrospect we should have had
another day.
Some domestic notes regarding Kuala Selangor: We stayed at the cabins run by the
Nature Park which were fine and very cheap www.mns.my. There is no bedding or towels
supplied here so we brought our own. (You only really need a sheet to lie on and to cover the
pillow as is it too hot for covers) For evening meals we ate in a little modern restaurant just
across the road from the exit to the park, and for breakfast and lunch we bought food in the
modern 7/11 store on the other side of the block. We found that the soft rolls filled with
anything from tuna to Ikin Bilis to Chocolate to Blueberry cream and sold in sealed packets,

made an excellent breakfast! Pringle-type crisps are also widely available and make a good
snack.
Finding the park was not easy - but if we had known this one thing it would have been
simple. Although the name of the place is Kuala Selangor Nature Park, and all over Malaysia
everything has been signposted in English, this place is simply signposted Taman Alam, on
brown tourist signs. The signs are everywhere but unless you know that it is what you are
looking for it is not much help. All the maps I had previously seen were simply wrong or
misleading. Here is how you find it (apart from following the signs!):
Head north into Kuala Selangor along the (5). It has quite long and sprawly outskirts but keep
going. Go past a very large mosque on the left. You are looking for a set of traffic lights where
the main road turns sharply right over a bridge, shortly after a BJP petrol station on the left. At
these traffic lights fork left, which is actually the road which goes straight on into the town
centre. After about 100 yards you pass a small car park on the left – turn left immediately after
this. There is a white column in the middle of the road you are turning into and the turning is
immediately before the arched entrance to Bukit Malawati which is straight ahead. The Nature
Park is a short distance down this road.
If the heat gets too much for you, as it did for us one lunchtime, you can chill out at the heavily
air-conditioned De Palma Inn – first left past the big mosque in town – where the delightfully
local lunchtime buffet was only 20 MR.
Beware the Long-tailed Macaques – there seemed to be enormous numbers of them here
(can this be good for the birds??) and our windscreen wipers suffered from their attention
when we left the car in the car park. Take the blades off when the car is unattended if you can
work out how to do it. We got ours fixed at a place down the road - the lack of a common
language did not seem to be much hindrance!
Incidentally, the walk along the track through the forest to the lake was the only place on the
entire trip where we were troubled by mosquitoes.
Sabah
The part of the trip in Sabah is not covered here in any detail – James Eaton will publish a trip
report on his website www.birdtourasia.co.uk in due course. However it is worth noting that
the birding season was different in Sabah from PM – the birds were more active and there
was more song.
Sabah was very different from PM in many cultural respects – more Chinese, more Christian,
much less Muslim, a bit more chaotic. Many people find the many acres of palm oil plantation
depressing but to me it was no worse than the green grass desert of Carmarthenshire, and
after all there is still 35% forest coverage in Sabah which is more than you can say for the UK.
A lot of this forest is degraded in some way – having been selectively felled for example – but
many of the birds in Sabah don’t seem to mind. What is definitely a problem is the loss of
riparian forest in the Kinabatangan river area but numerous NGOs are working hard to buy
riparian acres back from palm oil plantations and replant forest. This, and the preservation of
all remaining large trees is essential if the Storm’s Stork, Orang-utan and the larger Hornbills
are to survive. (See www.worldlandtrust.org/projects/malaysia)
For us, one of the benefits of the Sabah trip was that it enabled us to catch up with some of
our more obvious dips from the Peninsular Malaysia trip – for example, Little Pied Flycatcher
and Lesser Fish Eagle. But the main focus of the Sabah trip was on the Borneo endemics and
specialist birds. We perhaps did not get as many Pittas as we had hoped – Blue-headed,
Bornean Banded and Black-crowned. Although we heard Giant several times it would not
come in and the Blue-banded was nowhere to be found (the area in which this is usually
found was mostly inaccessible due to recent heavy rains.) We dipped on Mountain Serpent
Eagle, and all three green Broadbills but we did have spectacular views of Great Argus and
decent views of really difficult birds like Bornean Ground-cuckoo and Everett’s Thrush. We
had a whole hatful of babblers and flycatchers, all 8 hornbills, 11 cuckoos, 5 trogons, 5
barbets, 5 broadbills etc. We did not find Bristleheads until the penultimate day - James must
have been sweating a bit!

It is worth noting that some of the locations in which we stayed with James offered good
facilities for the independent birder. The Kinabatangan Jungle Lodge was run by Robert, who
is a first class birder and knows his local patch very well – I am sure he would be very helpful
to any visiting birders. His wife runs the Sepilok Forest Edge Resort – very pleasant and
handy for the Sepilok Forest Reserve and canopy walkway. I am sure they would put a
package together including all necessary transport. Also the Borneo Rainforest Lodge at
Danum has good trails, a canopy walkway and good birding along the entrance road, with
guides available if needed.
The hotel used by Birdtour Asia in Kota Kinabalu, and in which we stayed for an extra day,
was the Shangri La (no connection to the expensive chain of the same name). This was a
very pleasant, reasonably priced and functional hotel on the landward side of KK with a really
excellent Saturday buffet and good facilities including left luggage and quick laundry.
After the Birdtour Asia tour, we spent the last two days of the trip at the
Rasa Ria Resort, Kota Kinabalu
This was really intended as a spell of (rather expensive) R&R after the undeniably quite hard
work of the Birdtour Asia trip. However, when we booked it we were aware that the hotel had
a small nature reserve which had Tabon Scrubfowl. In order to get a chance of seeing these
we had to book a birdwatching walk with a ranger at 6:30 am for 40 MR each, as you are not
allowed access to the Nature Reserve unaccompanied – they have young Orang Utans there.
We had a fairly quiet walk birdwise but did eventually get good views of a pair of Scrubfowl.
We also found Malaysian Plovers on the beach, so were pleased to get two lifers on our last
day!

5. Bird list
KL

GALLIFORMES:

Megapodiidae

Tabon Scrubfowl

Megapodius cumingii

GALLIFORMES:

Phasianidae

Chestnut-necklaced Partridge
Red-breasted Partridge
Crested Partridge
Crimson-headed Partridge
Crested Fireback
Great Argus

Arborophila charltonii
Arborophila hyperythra
Rollulus rouloul
Haematortyx sanguiniceps
Lophura ignita
Argusianus argus

PICIFORMES:

Indicatoridae

Malaysian Honeyguide

Indicator archipelagicus

PICIFORMES:

Picidae

White-bellied Woodpecker
Banded Woodpecker
Checker-throated Woodpecker
Greater Yellownape
Crimson-winged Woodpecker
Laced Woodpecker
Maroon Woodpecker
Bay Woodpecker
Orange-backed Woodpecker
Buff-necked Woodpecker

Dryocopus javensis
Chrysophlegma miniaceum
Chrysophlegma mentale
Chrysophlegma flavinucha
Picus puniceus
Picus vittatus
Blythipicus rubiginosus
Blythipicus pyrrhotis
Reinwardtipicus validus
Meiglyptes tukki

PICIFORMES:

Megalaimidae

Fire-tufted Barbet
Golden-whiskered Barbet
Red-throated Barbet

Psilopogon pyrolophus
Megalaima chrysopogon
Megalaima mystacophanos
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Mountain Barbet
Golden-naped Barbet
Black-browed Barbet
Yellow-crowned Barbet
Blue-eared Barbet
Coppersmith Barbet
Bornean Barbet
Bornean Brown Barbet

Megalaima monticola
Megalaima pulcherrima
Megalaima oorti
Megalaima henricii
Megalaima australis
Megalaima haemacephala
Megalaima eximia
Caloramphus tertius

BUCEROTIFORMES:

Bucerotidae

Bushy-crested Hornbill
Oriental Pied Hornbill
Black Hornbill
Rhinoceros Hornbill
Helmeted Hornbill
White-crowned Hornbill
Wrinkled Hornbill
Wreathed Hornbill

Anorrhinus galeritus
Anthracoceros albirostris
Anthracoceros malayanus
Buceros rhinoceros
Rhinoplax vigil
Berenicornis comatus
Aceros corrugatus
Rhyticeros undulatus

TROGONIFORMES:

Trogonidae

Red-naped Trogon
Diard's Trogon
Whitehead's Trogon
Cinnamon-rumped Trogon
Scarlet-rumped Trogon

Harpactes kasumba
Harpactes diardii
Harpactes whiteheadi
Harpactes orrhophaeus
Harpactes duvaucelii

CORACIIFORMES:

Coraciidae

Oriental Dollarbird

Eurystomus orientalis

CORACIIFORMES:

Alcedinidae

Rufous-collared Kingfisher
Banded Kingfisher
Stork-billed Kingfisher
White-throated Kingfisher
Black-capped Kingfisher
Collared Kingfisher
Blue-eared Kingfisher
Rufous-backed Kingfisher

Actenoides concretus
Lacedo pulchella
Pelargopsis capensis
Halcyon smyrnensis
Halcyon pileata
Todiramphus chloris
Alcedo meninting
Ceyx rufidorsa

CUCULIFORMES:

Cuculidae

Short-toed Coucal
Greater Coucal
Bornean Ground Cuckoo
Raffles's Malkoha
Red-billed Malkoha
Chestnut-breasted Malkoha
Chestnut-bellied Malkoha
Asian Koel
Violet Cuckoo
Banded Bay Cuckoo
Plaintive Cuckoo
Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo
Large Hawk-Cuckoo
Moustached Hawk-Cuckoo
Bock's Hawk-Cuckoo
Malaysian Hawk-Cuckoo
Sunda Cuckoo

Centropus rectunguis
Centropus sinensis
Carpococcyx radiatus
Rhinortha chlorophaea
Zanclostomus javanicus
Phaenicophaeus curvirostris
Phaenicophaeus sumatranus
Eudynamys scolopaceus
Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus
Cacomantis sonneratii
Cacomantis merulinus
Surniculus lugubris
Hierococcyx sparverioides
Hierococcyx vagans
Hierococcyx bocki
Hierococcyx fugax
Cuculus lepidus

CORACIIFORMES:

Meropidae
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Red-bearded Bee-eater
Blue-tailed Bee-eater
Blue-throated Bee-eater

X

Nyctyornis amictus
Merops philippinus
Merops viridis

PSITTACIFORMES:

Psittacidae

Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot
Long-tailed Parakeet

Loriculus galgulus
Psittacula longicauda

APODIFORMES:

Hemiprocnidae

Grey-rumped Treeswift
Whiskered Treeswift

Hemiprocne longipennis
Hemiprocne comata

APODIFORMES:

Apodidae

Giant Swiftlet
Glossy/White-Bellied Swiftlet
Bornean Swiflet
Himalayan Swiftlet
Mossy-nest Swiftlet
Black-nest Swiftlet
Edible-nest Swiftlet
Germain's Swiftlet
Silver-rumped Spinetail
Brown-backed Needletail
Asian Palm Swift
House Swift

Hydrochous gigas
Collocalia esculenta
Collocalia dodgei
Aerodramus brevirostris
Aerodramus salangana
Aerodramus maximus
Aerodramus fuciphagus
Aerodramus germani
Rhaphidura leucopygialis
Hirundapus giganteus
Cypsiurus balasiensis
Apus nipalensis

STRIGIFORMES:

Strigidae

Mountain Scops Owl
Barred Eagle-Owl
Buffy Fish Owl
Brown Wood Owl
Collared Owlet
Brown Hawk-Owl

Otus spilocephalus
Bubo sumatranus
Ketupa ketupu
Strix leptogrammica
Glaucidium brodiei
Ninox scutulata

CAPRIMULGIFORMES:

Podargidae

Bornean Frogmouth

Batrachostomus mixtus

CAPRIMULGIFORMES:

Caprimulgidae

Malaysian Eared Nightjar

Eurostopodus temminckii

COLUMBIFORMES:

Columbidae

Spotted Dove
Little Cuckoo-Dove
Common Emerald Dove
Zebra (Peaceful) Dove
Little Green Pigeon
Pink-necked Green Pigeon
Orange-breasted Green Pigeon
Thick-billed Green Pigeon
Green Imperial Pigeon
Mountain Imperial Pigeon

Spilopelia chinensis
Macropygia ruficeps
Chalcophaps indica
Geopelia striata
Treron olax
Treron vernans
Treron bicinctus
Treron curvirostra
Ducula aenea
Ducula badia

GRUIFORMES:

Rallidae

White-breasted Waterhen

Amaurornis phoenicurus

CHARADRIIFORMES:

Charadriidae

Malaysian Plover

Charadrius peronii

CHARADRIIFORMES:

Scolopacidae

Common Sandpiper
Green Sandpiper

Actitis hypoleucos
Tringa ochropus

CHARADRIIFORMES:

Laridae

White-winged Tern

Chlidonias leucopterus
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ACCIPITRIFORMES:

Accipitridae

Jerdon's Baza
Crested Honey Buzzard
Bat Hawk
Black Eared Kite
Brahminy Kite
White-bellied Sea Eagle
Lesser Fish Eagle
Grey-headed Fish Eagle
Crested Serpent Eagle
Black Eagle
Rufous-bellied Hawk-Eagle
Changeable Hawk-Eagle
Blyth's Hawk-Eagle
Wallace's Hawk-Eagle

Aviceda jerdoni
Pernis ptilorhynchus
Macheiramphus alcinus
Milvus migrans lineatus
Haliastur indus
Haliaeetus leucogaster
Cthyophaga humilis
Icthyophaga ichthyaetus
Spilornis cheela
Ictinaetus malayensis
Lophotriorchis kienerii
Spizaetus cirrhatus
Spizaetus alboniger
Spizaetus nanus

FALCONIFORMES:

Falconidae

Black-thighed Falconet
White-fronted Falconet

Microhierax fringillarius
Microhierax latifrons

SULIFORMES:

Anhingidae

Oriental Darter

Anhinga melanogaster

CICONIFORMES:

Ardeidae

Cinnamon Bittern
Black-crowned Night Heron
Striated Heron
Eastern Cattle Egret
Grey Heron
Purple Heron
Eastern Great Egret
Intermediate Egret
Little Egret
Pacific Reef Heron
Chinese Egret

Ixobrychus cinnamomeus
Nycticorax nycticorax
Butorides striata
Bubulcus coromandus
Ardea cinerea
Ardea purpurea
Ardea modesta
Egretta intermedia
Egretta garzetta
Egretta sacra
Egretta eulophotes

CICONIIFORMES:

Ciconiidae

Storm's Stork

Ciconia stormi

PASSERIFORMES:

Pittidae

Bornean Banded Pitta
Blue-headed Pitta
Black-crowned Pitta

Pitta (guajana) schwaneri
Pitta baudii
Pitta ussheri

PASSERIFORMES:

Eurylaimidae

Black-and-red Broadbill
Long-tailed Broadbill
Banded Broadbill
Black-and-yellow Broadbill
Dusky Broadbill

Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos
Psarisomus dalhousiae
Eurylaimus javanicus
Eurylaimus ochromalus
Corydon sumatranus

PASSERIFORMES:

Irenidae

Asian Fairy-bluebird

Irena puella

PASSERIFORMES:

Chloropseidae

Greater Green Leafbird
Lesser Green Leafbird
Blue-winged Leafbird
Bornean Leafbird

Chloropsis sonnerati
Chloropsis cyanopogon
Chloropsis cochinchinensis
Chloropsis kinabuluensis

PASSERIFORMES:

Aegithinidae

Common Iora

Aegithina tiphia
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Green Iora

PASSERIFORMES:

Laniidae

Tiger Shrike
Long-tailed Shrike

Lanius tigrinus
Lanius schach

PASSERIFORMES:

Corvidae

Crested Jay
Bornean Black Magpie
Common Green Magpie
Bornean Green Magpie
Bornean Treepie
House Crow
Slender-billed Crow
Large-billed Crow

Platylophus galericulatus
Platysmurus aterrimus
Cissa chinensis
Cissa thalassina jeffreyi

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Corvus splendens
Corvus enca
Corvus macrorhynchos

Oriolidae

Black-naped Oriole
Black-and-crimson Oriole

Oriolus chinensis
Oriolus cruentus

PASSERIFORMES:

Campephagidae

Sunda Cuckooshrike
Javan Cuckooshrike
Lesser Cuckooshrike
Pied Triller
Fiery Minivet
Grey-chinned Minivet
Scarlet Minivet

Coracina larvata
Coracina javensis
Coracina fimbriata
Lalage nigra
Pericrocotus igneus
Pericrocotus solaris
Pericrocotus speciosus

PASSERIFORMES:

Artamidae

White-breasted Woodswallow

Artamus leucorynchus

PASSERIFORMES:

Dicruridae

Ashy Drongo
Spangled Drongo
Bronzed Drongo
Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo
Greater Racket-tailed Drongo

Dicrurus leucophaeus
Dicrurus hottentottus borneensis
Dicrurus aeneus
Dicrurus remifer
Dicrurus paradiseus

PASSERIFORMES:

Tephrodornithidae

Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike
Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike
Large Woodshrike

Hemipus picatus
Hemipus hirundinaceus
Tephrodornis virgatus

PASSERIFORMES:

Rhipiduridae

White-throated Fantail
Pied Fantail
Spotted Fantail

Rhipidura albicollis
Rhipidura javanica
Rhipidura perlata

PASSERIFORMES:

Pachycephalidae

Bornean Whistler

Pachycephala hypoxantha

PASSERIFORMES:

Monarchidae

Asian Paradise Flycatcher

Terpsiphone paradisi

PASSERIFORMES:

Prionopidae

Maroon-breasted Philentoma

Philentoma velata

PASSERIFORMES:

Turdidae

Bornean Whistling Thrush
Malaysian Whistling Thrush
Everett's Thrush
Fruithunter

Myophonus borneensis
Myophonus robinsoni
Zoothera everetti
Chlamydochaera jefferyi
Brachypteryx montana
erythrogyna
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Dendrocitta cinerascens

PASSERIFORMES:

White-browed Shortwing
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PASSERIFORMES:

Muscicapidae

Siberian Blue Robin
Oriental Magpie-Robin
White-crowned Shama
Rufous-tailed Shama
Slaty-backed Forktail
White-crowned Forktail

Luscinia cyane
Copsychus saularis
Copsychus stricklandii
Trichixos pyrropygus
Enicurus schistaceus
Enicurus leschenaulti frontalis
Enicurus leschenaulti
borneensis
Rhinomyias umbratilis
Rhinomyias gularis
Muscicapa sibirica
Muscicapa dauurica
Muscicapa ferruginea
Muscicapa griseasticta
Ficedula mugimaki
Ficedula dumetoria
Ficedula hyperythra
Ficedula westermanni
Cyanoptila cyanomelana
Eumyias thalassinus
Eumyias indigo
Cyornis unicolor
Cyornis superbus
Cyornis turcosus
Cyornis rufigastra
Cyornis concretus
Cyornis caerulatus
Anthipes solitaris

Bornean Forktail
Grey-chested Jungle Flycatcher
Eye-browed Jungle Flycatcher
Dark-sided Flycatcher
Asian Brown Flycatcher
Ferruginous Flycatcher
Grey-streaked Flycatcher
Mugimaki Flycatcher
Rufous-chested Flycatcher
Snowy-browed Flycatcher
Little Pied Flycatcher
Blue-and-white Flycatcher
Verditer Flycatcher
Indigo Flycatcher
Pale Blue Flycatcher
Bornean Blue Flycatcher
Malaysian Blue Flycatcher
Mangrove Blue Flycatcher
White-tailed Blue Flycatcher
Large-billed Blue Flycatcher
Rufous-browed Flycatcher

PASSERIFORMES:

Stenostiridae

Grey-headed Canary-Flycatcher

Culicicapa ceylonensis

PASSERIFORMES:

Sturnidae

Asian Glossy Starling
Common Hill Myna
Crested Myna
Jungle Myna
Common Myna
Javan Myna

Aplonis panayensis
Gracula religiosa
Acridotheres cristatellus
Acridotheres fuscus
Acridotheres tristis
Acridotheres javanicus

PASSERIFORMES:

Sittidae

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch
Blue Nuthatch

Sitta frontalis
Sitta azurea

PASSERIFORMES:

Paridae

Great Tit
Sultan Tit

Parus major
Melanochlora sultanea

PASSERIFORMES:

Hirundinidae

Barn Swallow
Pacific Swallow
Striated Swallow

Hirundo rustica
Hirundo tahitica
Cecropis striolata

PASSERIFORMES:

Zosteropidae

Black-capped White-eye
Pygmy Ibon
Mountain Black-eye

Zosterops atricapillus
Oculocincta squamifrons

PASSERIFORMES:

Pycnonotidae

Chlorocharis emiliae
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Grey-bellied Bulbul
Stripe-throated Bulbul
Bornean Bulbul
Pale-faced Bulbul
Yellow-vented Bulbul
Olive-winged Bulbul
Cream-vented Bulbul
Asian Red-eyed Bulbul
Spectacled Bulbul
Black-headed Bulbul
Black-crested Bulbul
Ochraceous Bulbul
Grey-cheeked Bulbul
Yellow-bellied Bulbul
Hairy-backed Bulbul
Buff-vented Bulbul
Mountain Bulbul
Streaked Bulbul
Cinereous Bulbul
Ashy Bulbul

Pycnonotus cyaniventris
Pycnonotus finlaysoni
Pycnonotus montis
Pycnonotus flavescens leucops
Pycnonotus goiavier
Pycnonotus plumosus
Pycnonotus simplex
Pycnonotus brunneus
Pycnonotus erythropthalmos
Pycnonotus atriceps
Pycnonotus flaviventris
Alophoixus ochraceus
Alophoixus bres
Alophoixus phaeocephalus
Tricholestes criniger
Iole olivacea
Ixos mcclellandii
Ixos malaccensis
Hemixos cinereus
Hemixos cinereus

PASSERIFORMES:

Cisticolidae

Yellow-bellied Prinia
Common Tailorbird
Dark-necked Tailorbird
Rufous-tailed Tailorbird
Ashy Tailorbird
Mountain Tailorbird

Prinia flaviventris
Orthotomus sutorius
Orthotomus atrogularis
Orthotomus sericeus
Orthotomus ruficeps
Phyllergates cucullatus

PASSERIFORMES:

Acanthizidae

Golden-bellied Gerygone

Gerygone sulphurea

PASSERIFORMES:

Cettiidae

Yellow-bellied Warbler
Bornean Stubtail
Sunda Bush Warbler
Friendly Bush Warbler

Abroscopus superciliaris
Urosphena whiteheadi
Cettia vulcania
Bradypterus accentor
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PASSERIFORMES:

Phylloscopidae

Arctic Warbler
Mountain Leaf Warbler
Chestnut-crowned Warbler
Yellow-breasted Warbler

Phylloscopus borealis
Phylloscopus trivirgatus
Seicercus castaniceps
Seicercus montis

PASSERIFORMES:

Leiothrichidae

Black Laughingthrush
Chestnut-capped
Laughingthrush
Sunda Laughingthrush
Bare-headed Laughingthrush
Rufous-hooded Laughingthrush

Garrulax lugubris
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Garrulax mitratus
Garrulax palliatus
Melanocichla calvus
Rhinocicla (mitratus) treacherii
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PASSERIFORMES:

Timaliidae

Chestnut-backed Scimitar
Babbler
Bornean Ground Babbler
Grey-throated Babbler
Grey-headed Babbler
White-necked Babbler
Chestnut-winged Babbler

Pomatorhinus montanus
Ptilocichla leucogrammica
Stachyris nigriceps
Stachyris poliocephala
Stachyris leucotis
Stachyris erythroptera
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Golden Babbler
Bold-striped Tit Babbler
Striped Tit-Babbler
Fluffy-backed Tit-Babbler
Blue-winged Minla
Silver-eared Leiothrix
Long-tailed Sibia
White-bellied Yuhina/Erpornis
Chestnut-creasted Yuhina

X

Stachyridopsis chrysaea
Macronus borneensis
Macronus gularis
Macronus ptilosus
Minla cyanouroptera
Leiothrix argentauris
Heterophasia picaoides
Yuhina zantholeuca
Yuhina everetti

PASSERIFORMES:

Pellorneidae

Brown Fulvetta
Mountain Fulvetta
Streaked Wren-Babbler
Mountain Wren-Babbler
Abbott's Babbler
Horsfield's Babbler
Short-tailed Babbler
Moustached Babbler
Sooty-capped Babbler
Scaly-crowned Babbler
Rufous-crowned Babbler
White-chested Babbler
Ferruginous Babbler
Striped Wren-Babbler
Buff-breasted Babbler
Black-capped Babbler

Alcippe brunneicauda
Alcippe peracensis
Napothera brevicaudata
Napothera crassa
Malacocincla abbotti
Malacocincla sepiaria
Malacocincla malaccensis
Malacopteron magnirostre
Malacopteron affine
Malacopteron cinereum
Malacopteron magnum
Trichastoma rostratum
Trichastoma bicolor
Kenopia striata
Pellorneum tickelli
Pellorneum capistratum

PASSERIFORMES:

Vireonidae

Black-eared Shrike-babbler
Blyth's Shrike-babbler

Pteruthius melanotis
Pteruthius aeralatus robinsonii

PASSERIFORMES:

Dicaeidae

Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker
Thick-billed Flowerpecker
Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker
Black-sided Flowerpecker
Orange-bellied Flowerpecker
Fire-breasted Flowerpecker
Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker

Prionochilus maculatus
Dicaeum agile
Dicaeum xanthopygus
Dicaeum monticolum
Dicaeum trigonostigma
Dicaeum ignipectus
Dicaeum cruentatum

PASSERIFORMES:

Nectariniidae

Ruby-cheeked Sunbird
Plain Sunbird
Brown-throated Sunbird
Red-throated Sunbird
Purple-naped Sunbird
Copper-throated Sunbird
Olive-backed Sunbird
Black-throated Sunbird
Crimson Sunbird
Temminck's Sunbird
Little Spiderhunter
Thick-billed Spiderhunter
Yellow-eared Spiderhunter
Grey-breasted Spiderhunter
Streaked Spiderhunter
Streaky-breasted Spiderhunter

Chalcoparia singalensis
Anthreptes simplex
Anthreptes malacensis
Anthreptes rhodolaemus
Hypogramma Hypogrammicum
Leptocoma calcostetha
Cinnyris jugularis
Aethopyga saturata
Aethopyga siparaja
Aethopyga temminckii
Arachnothera longirostra
Arachnothera crassirostris
Arachnothera chrysogenys
Arachnothera modesta
Arachnothera magna
Arachnothera affinis everetti
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Whitehead's Spiderhunter

X

Arachnothera juliae

PASSERIFORMES:

Motacillidae

Grey Wagtail
Paddyfield Pipit

Motacilla cinerea
Anthus rufulus

PASSERIFORMES:

Passeridae

Eurasian Tree Sparrow

Passer montanus

PASSERIFORMES:

Estrildidae

Dusky Munia
Scaly-breasted Munia
White-bellied Munia
Chestnut (Black Headed) Munia

Lonchura fuscans
Lonchura punctulata
Lonchura leucogastra
Lonchura malacca

PASSERIFORMES:

Pityriaseidae

Bristlehead

Pityriasis gymnocephala
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